almost 400 member organisations. Hungarian Television has broadcast programmes in German since 1978. Since 1998 programmes in German are broadcast daily for 90 minutes at regional level and for 30 minutes at national level, totalling 840 minutes of weekly programming time. This marks considerable progress to the situation before when there was only a half-hour programme every two weeks (Nelde 2000: 126) . The German weekly Neue Zeitung receives annual subsidies of approximately €100,000, and the German national self-government council in Budapest publishes its own periodicals.
Cross-border cooperation functions well and is encouraged. Language, both of which were signed in 1992. In addition, there are numerous twinning arrangements with villages or towns in Germany and Austria, and the National Self-Government of German Hungarians has also established ties with German minorities elsewhere, including with Germans from Denmark and SouthTyrol. In the context of existing bilateral treaties and agreements, Germany and Austria support the professional and linguistic training of teachers, provide funding for schools, offer assistance for curriculum development school book design and production, and supply scholarships for secondary, college and university education and scientific exchange programmes. Funds are also made available for libraries and the German Theatre in Szekszárd. Some 165 local self-administration offices, set up by the German minority under the provisions of the 1993 Law on the Rights of National and Ethnic Minorities, have been furnished and equipped with German assistance.
The German Minority in Poland 3
Only approximately 2% of Poland"s population of over 38 million are considered to be members of an indigenous ethnic minority. Germans left the country and emigrated to the Federal Republic. This was primarily a reaction to the severe level of discrimination and the perpetually dire economic situation that they had faced during the era of communist rule.
Polish Minority Policy 1945-1990
As far as the Polish authorities were concerned, the vast majority of post-war citizens who once held German passports or considered themselves to be of German ethnicity were not German at all. This group of people, which may have totalled as many as 1.2 million must be distinguished from a much smaller group, known officially as the "designated German minority", that numbered no more than 250,000.
Official policy was geared towards the former group was one of "re-Polonisation".
With regard to the latter group expressions of German cultural identity were permitted, as members of the "designated German minority" were not considered ethnic Poles.
Following the completion of the expulsion process in 1950, the objective of the Polish government was to perfect the eradication all "alien" influences from various groups of "Germanicised Poles" in order to promote their speedy assimilation into Polish society. This entailed establishing an absolute ban on the use of German as a medium of communication in areas where such people resided in number. In order bilingually in German and Polish, and four other radio stations have weekly programmes in German.
There are no restrictions on cross-border cooperation, the framework for which is covered by the bilateral treaties and agreements between Germany and Poland. In addition, some members of the Germany minority have benefited from the establishment of the Praded/Pradziad Euroregion in 1997, which straddles the border between Poland and the Czech Republic. These measures came too late to arrest the decline of the German population and language in the Silesian and especially the Warmia-Masuria Voivodships. There is however, every sign that in the Opole
Voivodship the policy of linguistic regeneration has succeeded, in increasing the number of people with a working knowledge of the language. Any increase in
German national consciousness is, as much as anything else, the unintended consequence of the botched "re-Polonisation" campaign, and the superior economic performance of the Federal Republic in comparison to Poland.
The German Minority in Romania 6
According to the 1992 census, Romania comprises sixteen national minorities within a total population of almost 23 million people, the largest of them being the Increasing rapidly in the first half of the 1990s, funding remained relatively stable until 2000, when the federal government decided that the German minority in
Romania was no longer a funding priority. Nevertheless, funding, especially in the education and cultural sectors, continues to date, albeit it at more modest levels.
Conclusion
Since the collapse of communism in East-Central Europe and the Balkans, the situation of the German minority in each of the countries we have considered has improved immeasurably. In theory, that of the Germans in Hungary is the best. The extensive and intricate minority rights regime affords all minorities a wide degree of protection. Despite a less comprehensive legal code, the German minority in Poland also finds itself in a relatively strong position. With regard to the German minority in Romania, their position is handicapped by their dwindling numbers and heavily skewed age profile. The questionable "post-communist" credentials of much of the Romanian political elite combined with a consistently woeful economic situation have conspired to make emigration to Germany an attractive option for all but the elderly and those with a fierce attachment to the Heimat.
Of the three groups under consideration here, the outlook for the German community in Poland is probably brightest given its sheer size and the fact that approximately 80% of them live in three counties of the Opolskie Voivodship. This territorial concentration has enabled them to preserve viable community structures and a social framework in which knowledge of the German language retains its importance. This has occurred despite the fact that after the Second World War the parents and grandparents of the current generation were classified as "Germanicised
Poles", and subjected to a failed policy of "re-Polonisation." As in Hungary there has been a great deal of linguistic assimilation. However, the situation in Hungary is less 
